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CIRCULAR ECONOMY: ARE WE DELIVERING?

EuRIC webinar co-organised with the EP Intergroup on ‘Climate Change,
Biodiversity and Sustainable Development’

No time to waste to implement the Circular Economy Agenda was one of the
key messages of Recyclers’ Talks #1 organised on 22 March 2021 by EuRIC in
cooperation with the EP Intergroup on ‘Climate Change, Biodiversity and
Sustainable Development’. The webinar gathered nearly 400 participants.

After the opening speech of Cinzia VEZZOSI, EuRIC President, Maria
SPYRAKI, Member of the European Parliament, stressed the importance of a
holistic approach, starting from eco-design to the effective implementation of
targets, in order to deliver on the new Circular Economy Action Plan (CEAP).
Mattia PELLEGRINI, Head of the Waste Management and Secondary
Materials Unit at DG Environment, joined the keynote session to highlight the
ambitious agenda of the Commission in delivering the set of regulatory
measures foreseen in the European Green Deal and the new CEAP.

Moving to the panel discussion, Catherine CHABAUD, Member of the

European Parliament, stressed the vital role played by recycling in protecting
the marine environment. Olivier FRANCOIS, Vice-President of EURIC and
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Director in charge of Market Development and Innovation at the Galloo Group,
highlighted the importance of eco-design to ease end-of-life recycling coupled
with incentives and recycled content targets to level the playing field with virgin
materials. Stephane ARDITI, Director of Policy Integration and Circular
Economy at the EEB, echoed this call by emphasizing that it is essential to
better reward the well documented environmental benefits of secondary raw
materials, in terms of GHG and energy savings, but also reminded that waste
prevention should always come first. Hans van de Nes, President of EuRIC
Recovered Paper Branch (ERPA), made the point about the need to make
progress on harmonized end-of-waste criteria for paper to boost a well-
functioning market for secondary raw materials and reward quality.

Emmanuel KATRAKIS, Secretary General, wrapped up the debate by
stressing the crucial importance of ensuring that the right measures are taken
to make sure that Europe’s recycling industry stays competitive both in the EU
and globally. Eluding to the economic crisis resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic, he reminded how critical it is to ensure that Europe’s Recovery Plan
is effectively implemented across Member States to scale up recycling capacity
and invest in industrial value chains which are both circular and climate neutral.

Quotes from presentations made during the online event that are individually attributed to a speaker shall receive her/his prior
consent..

The European Recycling Industries’ Confederation - is the umbrella organisation for recycling industries. Through its Member
Federations and Companies from 23 EU&EFTA countries, EURIC represents across Europe over:

° 5,500+ companies generating an aggregated annual turnover of about 95 billion €, including large companies and SMEs,
involved in the recycling and trade of various resource streams;

° 300,000 local jobs which cannot be outsourced to non- EU countries;

° Million tons of waste recycled per year (metals, paper, glass, plastics, WEEE batteries, ELVs, tyres, textiles and beyond)

By turning wastes into resources, recycling is the link which reintroduces recycled materials into the value chains again and again.
Recyclers play a key role in bridging resource efficiency, climate change policy and industrial transition.
For more information: www.euric-aisbl.eu

At EuRIC we are committed to protecting your privacy. You can find more information of how we process your personal data in
our Privacy and Cookie Policy.
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